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Peace on the Continent was followed by the Con-
federacy of the North, directed against the maritime
power of Great Britain.

'March, 1801.

c I should conceive,' wrote Lord Minto to Lord
Grrenville, 'that when the present terror is removed
by the conclusion of peace on the Continent, and when
the different nations which are now pressed into the
Confederacy against England have leisure to turn their
attention from the care of their immediate preservation
to the pursuit of their advantage, the general laws
which prompt and direct the intercourse among men
will resume their ascendency, and the violent outrages
committed against the general liberty of mankind by
the attempt to seclude one of the greatest empires on
the globe from the fellowship of Europe, will be found
one of those idle and chimerical projects which are con-
ceived by vanity during the intoxication of success, and
will prove as impossible to be realised as it is unfit to
be so. The mutual wants of nations will break these
unnatural and momentary fetters. The trade of Eng-
land and the necessities of the Continent will find
each other out in defiance of prohibitions, and in spite
of fleets, armies, and confederacies. Not one of these
confederates, whether voluntary or compelled, whether
principals or accessaries, will be true to the gang, and
I have very little doubt of our trade penetrating into
France herself and thriving at Paris.'

In spite of positive assurances given to the Queen
of Naples, no terms were made for that country by tho
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